
 

 

The Smart Surfaces Scholar Program 

 

Make your thesis matter! 

 

If you are doing a master’s degree thesis, a Ph.D. thesis, or an exceptional undergraduate honors 

thesis, and want your work to have a real-world impact on climate, people, and equity... AND 

are interested in networking with many of the nation's industry leading organizations in 

developing your thesis, you may well be a good fit for the Smart Surfaces Scholar Program. 

 

Smart Surfaces—surfaces that more effectively manage heat and rain, including reflective, 

green, and porous surfaces plus trees and solar PV—can cool cities by 5°F or more, cut 

pollution, improve health and equity and slow climate change. Using temperature and flooding 

as key indicators, Smart Surfaces largely addresses systemic inequities in cities. 

 

The Smart Surfaces Scholar Program connects students working on theses that relate to Smart 

Surfaces with the Coalition's network of 40+ industry leading organizations. The Coalition 

provides support in securing data, engaging with highly placed industry and government 

advisors, developing a professional network, and translating your thesis into impact. Your thesis 

will be highlighted and promoted through the network and could be published. 

 

The Smart Surfaces Coalition (SSC) includes 40+ partners such as the National League of Cities, 

American Institute of Architects, World Resources Institute, the American Public Health 

Association, Habitat for Humanity, and the World Cement Association. 

 

Learn more about Smart Surfaces in Bloomberg, Popular Science, & U.S. News & World Report. 

 

Read about the work of current and past Smart Surfaces Scholars. 

 

Please send an email indicating your interest in becoming a Smart Surfaces Scholar and other 

related information including your degree and ideas for a thesis to 

jmiller@smartsurfacescoalition.org. 

https://smartsurfacescoalition.org/smart-surfaces
https://smartsurfacescoalition.org/coalition-members
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bloomberg.com%2Fnews%2Farticles%2F2021-07-14%2Fin-baltimore-the-costs-of-urban-heat-can-add-up&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf8ea8e1861d6431ddc3708d9470bf52f%7C7089b8291247452eb41d85180ea12d35%7C0%7C1%7C637618939292735274%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=wEK1R8bDuPik7lSBK7Wx8ulAvceWYIK3dBe%2BHeMeyys%3D&reserved=0
https://www.popsci.com/science/investing-smart-surfaces-us-cities/
https://www.usnews.com/news/health-news/articles/2021-08-25/extreme-heat-is-a-threat-to-communities-of-color-lets-protect-them
https://smartsurfacescoalition.org/leadership-personnel#scholars
mailto:jmiller@smartsurfacescoalition.org

